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Young Volunteers in Barnet Libraries 

Summer Reading Challenge 2016
Every year Barnet Libraries runs the Summer Reading Challenge. This is a national scheme to encourage children (usually 4 to 11 year olds), to read for pleasure during their summer holidays.  The challenge for them is to read just six books over the summer. There is a different theme each year and this year we are celebrating 100 years of Roald Dahl with The Big Friendly Read.
Children visit the library to tell us about what they have read and to collect their free stickers and prizes. When they have read six books, we give them a special award and a certificate for completing the challenge.

The summer reading challenge is always very popular in Barnet (last year we had over 5,000 children take part) and we would like to give you the chance to share in this great scheme. It’s fun and rewarding listening to young children and experiencing their enjoyment of reading.

Here is what we want you to do:
· encourage children to join the ‘The Big Friendly Read’ 
· help with admin, e.g. filing membership cards

· encourage children to borrow books and talk to them about what they like to read
· help to shelf tidy in the children’s library

· give out the stickers and prizes
· encourage them to complete the challenge, so they can get their gold medals!
· help staff with arts and crafts events
· help with displays.
You must be aged 14 – 18. You will be asked to volunteer for 2 hours per session for 4 sessions (8 hours in total). This will usually be either 10am – 12 noon or 2pm – 4pm Monday – Saturday by arrangement with the library concerned.  We are very flexible and can work round any holidays you might be taking in the summer.
What we will do for you
· We will provide you with training before the challenge starts.

· We will keep a record of the hours you volunteer for us.

· We will make sure you are happy with your tasks and are able to carry them

out for us.

· There will be recognition for the volunteering you have done. 
· If you are working towards a Duke of Edinburgh award, this volunteering opportunity may count towards the hours you are required to do.

· We can give you a reference.

Remember!
A member of staff will always be there to help you.
Person Specification: We are looking for people who are:
1. Calm when things are busy, but able to find things to do when it’s quiet.

2. Happy to talk to young children and their parents.

3. Enthusiastic about reading

4. Committed to helping libraries and our customers.
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Summer Reading Challenge 2016
Volunteer Application Form

Completing the Application Form 
We’re really glad that you want to volunteer with us. It would help us if you would answer a few questions, so we can find out what you want to get out of volunteering with us and how to contact you.

1. Please fill in the application form as completely as you can.
2. When you fill in your form, look at the notes in the Person Specification on the previous page. We are looking for young people who show enthusiasm and commitment to volunteer with us.

3. You must get one of your teachers or another responsible adult to sign your application form as your referee.  Applications will not be considered without this signature. 
4. If you are successful in your application you will be given details about when training has been arranged for you at your placement library.

Name……………………………………………………………………………………………….
Tel no(s) …………………………………………………………………………………………..
Address ………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
E-mail …………………………………………………………………………………………….
Emergency contact name………………………………………………………………….
Emergency contact number ……………………………………………………………………..
Please give details of any medical conditions we should know about that may affect your volunteering (we do not exclude anyone because of a medical condition)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
Please tell us why you want to volunteer with us

Which library would you like to volunteer at? ……………………………………………..

What skills do you have that might help with your volunteering? e.g. are you creative or good with computers? Have you got experience of young children through your family? What other things are you good at?


Is there anything you would particularly like to do as part of your volunteering experience? e.g. talking with children about books, using computers, designing posters

Are there any dates when you aren’t available to volunteer? e.g. holidays 

Do you want to be accredited for your volunteering? Yes/No/maybe
Are you already working towards any accreditation that we could help you with? e.g. Duke of Edinburgh Award, NCS, Arts Award? If YES please tell us which one
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Please sign below and ask a parent and responsible adult to sign this form in support of your application to volunteer with us. A responsible adult is someone who knows you and can be a teacher, youth worker, rabbi, priest, key worker or similar.
Signed: …………………………………………


Date: ………………….

Parents signature: …………………………………………     
Date: ………………….
Responsible adult’s signature: …………………………………………     
Responsible adult’s position: …………………………………………..

	Do you think working with children is a suitable role for this applicant? 
	Yes
	
	No
	


If no, please tell us why? …………………………………………………………………….......
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Responsible adult’s contact phone number: ………………………….

Date: ………………………

Please send your completed form to:

Lucy Merritt at lucy.merritt@barnet.gov.uk (Please put “The Big Friendly Read Volunteer” in the subject line when returning your completed form by email).
Or you can post your form to:

Lucy Merritt
The Big Friendly Read Volunteer

North London Business Park

Building 4, Libraries

Oakleigh Road South

London

N11 1NP

Or drop it into your local library and they will send it to the above address.

The closing date for entries is FRIDAY 10 JUNE 2016.  Please make sure your application reaches us by this date, as due to the high volume of appplications we received last year, late submissions will not be considered.

Please don’t hesitate to call Lucy Merritt on 020 8359 4411 or email lucy.merritt@barnet.gov.uk, with any questions.  Good luck!
