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LONDON BOROUGH

NT12 - NORTH FINCHLEY
TOWN CENTRE PLANNING STRATEGY

Issues and Opportunities Consultation

The London Borough of Barnet is preparing a Planning Strategy for North Finchley Town Centre.  The Planning Strategy will

orovide a framework to manage change in the areq, realise development potential, and set out aspirations to enhance and
oromote a successtul town centre.
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The Planning Strategy is being prepared in the context of We are seeking your views on what you think are the main

Barnet's Suburban Town Centres Strategy which aims to issues currently affecting North Finchley and also what you
secure the vitality and viabllity of all of the town centres in consider the main opportunities are for improving the town

the borough. A brief Issues and Opportunities Consultation centre. The results of this consultation and further analysis
Report has been produced which sets out the issues and will inform the development of the Planning Strategy.

opportunities for North Finchley identified so far.
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Context

North Finchley town centre is Barmet's third
largest town centre in terms of the amount

of retall floorspace it contains, and it has the
second highest financial turnover. The centre
s performing well and Bamet Council are
keen to consolidate this success and ensure
that the town centre continues to thrive
through managing new development and
enhancing the variety of uses.

The Planning Strategy will focus on the main
shopping areas of the town centre which
front the High Road (A1000) and adjoining
roads. The town centre stretches from

the Metropolitan Police site and former
Fumitureland showroom to the north to Tally
Ho corner to the south.

The surrounding streets are predominantly
residential suburbs, with Whetstone and
Finchley Church End Town Centres located
to the north and south respectively. North
Finchley 1s well served by bus routes, but
ooth Woodside Park and VWest Finchley
Underground Stations are a 10-15 minutes
walk away.

The vision that is emerging for the
town centre is:

o create a sustainable and distinctive
suburiban town centre with enhanced
shopping facilities and a high quality
oedestrian environment. North Finchley
will be an attractive place to meet your
everyday needs. The centre will provide
a sustainable local alternative to some
larger centres through the maintenance
of a healthy mix of independent and
established high street retailers. The
south of the centre, with its existing
leisure and cultural attractions will provide
a focus for further new high quality
evening activities.
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Character Area Analysis

An analysis of the character of North Finchley Town
Centre has been undertaken. The illustration below
highlights the different character zones we think make
up the town centre:

l'

Northern zone

OOO 1Y) AvOd HOIH

* Predominance of commercial and office space Police depot
* Presence of housing on the High Street
» Character distinct from the prime shopping area

FINCHLEY PARK

' M

HIGHWOOD AV. MAYFIELD AV.

...

Central zone Sainsbury’s

e Mix of shops and restaurants
e \Wide pavements without railings etc SO
e \/acant units apbove shops

LODGE [ANE

Sainsburys Barclays Bank independent
shops

Southern zone

e Significant arts and cultural venue
* Restaurants and bars

» Poor pedestrian crossings and environment
e Poor quality public realm

Arts Depot Tally Ho pub Balfour House
with restaurants

B Shops and services
| Bars/cafés/ -
. Work Spaces

0 50 100 200m @
LML . | N M Community/leisure
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lSsues

The lllustration below shows the Issues

affecting North Finchley which have
been identified to date.
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a Wider road and reduced retail uses signifies ‘out-
of-town’ boundary

e

= .
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m North Finchley's only main public space, could it
e improved”?

I
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m Several small car parks, is this the best use of
space” The overall amount of car parking across
- i‘ﬁ : the town centre needs to be maintained but could
= this be provided in other ways or on other sites”
a lally Ho is in mixed ownership but there is scope
to create a culture/leisure focus

AMSDEE,TI - ~——a Poor environment around Arts Depot, could this be
= — z . improved?

= L

- =m Bus circulation creates conflict with pedestrians

® Road junctions make crossing to Tally Ho difficult
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Opportunities

This diagram lllustrates the main opportunity sites identified to date for North Finchley. Potential priorities for land uses for

each character area have been suggested to the right of the illustration.

[t is important in North Finchley that the existing number of parking spaces is retained to support a viable town centre. Any future redevelopment of existing car
park sites will need to ensure the reprovision of spaces and, where possible, increased provision on the site or elsewhere in the town centre.

1,957 High Road: This site contains mostly single
storey police buildings which are now surplus to
police requirements.

2.902 10 928 High Road: This is the site of the former
Fumiture Land shop which has been vacant for
some time.

Northern zone

3 North Finchley Library: The existing library building o PARK E M P LOY M E N T
IS popular library but there is potential to relocate this

facility within the town centre in modem, purpose CO M M U N ITY

built accommodation. The current building could
i AV.
then be refurbished for a new use. HIGHWOOD AV. MAYFIELD

(000 1Y) AvOYH HOIH

4.2a Torrington Park and car park: This small site is
currently a service yard and car park directly to the 2
rear of the High Road.

5.Junction of High Road and Lodge Lane: Small
vacant site.

6.795 10 811 High Road (lceland) and car park to rear:
The former Iceland store occupies a large section of
High Road frontage in the centre of North Finchley.
Lodge Lane car park to the rear is a very large public
car park which hosts a market on Fridays.

| | . WOODSIDE PARK ROAD
/./82 10 /88 High Road: This group of buildings are
ERR\NGTON PARK

all single storey and of limited architectural quality.

sized public car park to the rear of the High Road 1 e ANE H O M E S
9.740 to 742 High Road: Poor quality building fronting D COMMUNITY
the High Road. “RIERN PARK

10. Stanhope Road Car park to rear of 730 to
/42 Hign Road: Small car park to the rear of the

Central zone
8.Car park to rear of 744 to 760 High Road: Medium i

High Road with recent security improvements and “
because of these, to be retained as far as possible.
11. Stanhope Road Bottom car park adjoining Barnet m
College: Small car park on Stanhope Road. T n T m T S ™ e

12. Castle Road car park adjoining Bamet College:

Southern zone
Small car park on Castle Road.

Vi S7e b SiEROh

13. Balfour House: This site consists of the buildings S92 C U LTU R E
to the North of the Arts Depot on Tally Ho comer.
These include Tally Ho public house, the Arcade and CAF ES/BARS
Balfour House itself.

14, 313 t0 319 Ballards Lane: This is a councill SH O PS
owned office block.
[ HOMES

15. Office block, junction of High Road and
\Woodhouse Road: This office block is opposite the
Arts Depot development and fronts the busy road éo
junction of High Road and Woodhouse Road. NS

&)
16. Car park fronting Woodhouse Road: This site is \%29
currently used for bus standing, but this occupies a N
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fairly large and very visible area within the Southemn Q
O
zone., <

17, Homebase: This large site is currently occupied by
Homelbase and its car park.
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